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NEGRO AMERICANS 
The Early Years 


By calling this book “Negro Americans—The Early Years,” 
we try to give accurate accounts of some of those black men 
and women who gave their talents and lives to their country 
during its formative years. 

Space allows us to show only a few of these black heroes. 
Many others served as great leaders, spokesmen and inhovat- 
ors during the span of “thé early years.” Thé efforts and- 
triumphs of all these black men and women live as theit jég-" - 
acy to Américan heritage: 
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CRISPUS ATTUCKS 


1770-The air in Boston was tense. Afraid of losing their American colonies, the British had comped 


troops in the town. Fist tights had broken out between citizens and soldiers. Bostonians wanted 


the troops to leave, but the British would not go. 
History tells little about Crispus Attucks. He may have On March 5,1770... 
been a runaway slave who went tosea on a whaling ship. 


f Drive the redcoats* We should burn the 
out: of town! barracks down! 
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An angry crowd gathered. Crispus Attucks raced fo the 
front and shouted af the soldiers to come out of their 
barracks. 


Suddenly... 


They dare not come out — 
we shall find others on 
King Street. 


Cp 


aS 


éils were ringing olf over Boston. The trightened 
Sentry ran to worn Captain Preston at the 
Main Guard house. 
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The Bostonians were 
furious at this Boston 
Massacre*". They 
demanded that thé 
soldiers be brought to 
trial. 13 soldiers were 
tried for the murders 
of Crispus Attucks, 
Samuel Gray, Samuel 
Maverick, James 
Caldwell, and Patrick 
Carr. Then the troops 
were pulled out of 
Boston. 


Today, a monument stands in Boston 
Common in memory of the brave men 
who died at thé "Boston Massacre.” 


NEGRO AMERICANS - The Early Years 


FIGHTING FOR AMERICA’S FREEDOM 


On April 19, 1778, "the shot heard round the world" rang out. The Revolutionary Wer began. Over 5,000 
black men Glongsidé whites during the long years of battle which were fo éreaté 0 hew nation. 


<N, 


JUNE 5, 775 


At the fornous Battle of Bunker Hill, 
Peter Salem, @ Negro, shot Major 
Pitcairn, a leader of the British 
troops. Another Negro patriot, 
Salem Poor, fought $0 bravely 
that he was commendéd to 
Congress. 


Prince Hall of Boston met with General George 
Washington and the Committéé on Safety fo 
ask for permission to recruit blatk slaves for 
thé Artny. Prince Hall enlisted. He was also 
the first black man to join the Masonic Order 
| of America. In 1787, Prince Holl asked the 
city of Boston to open a school for Negro 
children. The school was opened in 1796. 


DECEMBER, 1776. ~~ 


Washington crossed the Delaware. 
At least two men in his specia/ 
force, Prince Whipple and Oliver 


Cromwel|, were Negro. Whipple 
was in Washington s own boot. 
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WINTER, 1777 


Black men froze at Valley 
Forge with Washington's army. 


JULY, 1781-SPY JAMES 


James, born a slave in Virginia, became one 
of Lafayette's most trusted spies for the 
American cause. Lafayette wanted to know 


what British General Cornwal/is'plans were, 
so James entered the British camp to spy. 
His information led fo a victory for American 
troops. 


1782-1783 


Deborah Gannett, disguised asa man, 
served as a soldier in the American 


Army for more thar |7 months. She 
was honored for her bravery. 
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Benjamin Banneker 


Jnl789, Benjamin Banneker was appointed a 
Commissioner to survey the territory that is 
now Washington, D.C. The head of the Com- 
mission, a Frenchman named Major L'Entant, 
qudt and took olf plans for fhe city with him 

to Paris. But Bonneker remembered them 
oll! Washington, DC was built from his memory 


Barneker began almanacs in (7 Ht, 
pie ctne beakers violence 
and prejudice. He was also an astronomer.* 

Bonneker was admired and respected by many 
Founders of the United States. 


Phillis Wheatley - 


A7-yeat old girl brought trom Africa to Boston 
mniF6t became Phils Wheatley, admired by 
Such Men as George Washington for her fine 
poetry. Here is one of her poems. 


On Being fone trom Africa to America 


"Twas mercy brought me from my pagan land, 
Taught my bénighted soul to understand 
_Thot there's @ God~ that there's ¢ Saviour too. 
Orice I redemption neither sought for knew. 
Some view our sable race with scornfut eye~ 
"Their color is @ diabetic dye." 
Remember, i ps Negroes black as Cait 
pa refined, and jo the engetic train. 
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JAMES BECKWOURTH 


¥, 
‘ aN AL 
* an Indian tribe known as fierce warriors 
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Later, he met some Crow Indians* who made 
him their chief. 
\Z 


Seckwourth lived with the Crows for l2 years. 
Then he returned to St Louis. In the years 
that followed, he roamed the West, and gained 
fame for. . « 


trading. « « OXxPIOHAG «20 


bee } , iy 
: PRS a, arate ve 
* The Crows were o more peaceful tribe. 


In 1852, he settled in ‘Beckwourth’s Valley" and 
set up anlan and trading post. 


He stayed for ashori time, but returned to the 
roaming life he loved. He died among the Crow 
Indians in 1866. : 
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The Underground Railroad 


For years before the Civil War, many 
thought that slavery was a ) great evil, 
These people were called ‘abolitionists, 
and they organized the “Underground 
Railroad "as a way to help slaves escape. 
This was hot a real railroad, nor was it 
underground, Homes were used as secret 
“'stations" to hide and feed runaway 
slaves. Runaways were called passen~ 
gers." Thosé who led the slaves To free- 
dom were called conductors.” Slave 
owners were always hot on the trail of 
runaways, and the Underground Roil- 
road was filled with great danger. 


° 
Se 
é 


The Fugitive Slave Law of 1850 


In 1850, the Federal Government passed 
the Fugitive Slave Law. Before this, if a 
slave ran away and reached a northern city, 
he was fairly safe. But with the new law, 
runaways caught anywhere could be 
retutned fo their masters. This jaw was 
harsh, and many slaves had fo escape 
to Canada. 
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HARRIET TUBMAN 


In 1820or 1821, ina cabin in Maryland, ababy gid was born whe was fa become the most famous 


of all Underground Fajeaad “conductors,” Mapeiet Tubman. 


Lord, I must 
get free... 
© 
Q 
2 


Her girihagd was spent working = she was a slave, 


At 24, she marcied John Tubman- but she 


could not stop dreaming of freedam. After 
Syeus .., 


T'll get North 
somehow . . 
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Soon, in Philadelphia. . . | 


PNY] 
| J My family's still South— 
F I'll get them out somehow. 
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- — 
Moses iscoming gf We'll be ready. 
tonight. ara ” 
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Give this to the child - it'll make 
hin indi he won't cry. 
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We want Harriet Tubman Post a reward for her! 
dead or alive! 


There's the Nobody knows this South 
Reb Sentry Corolina backcountry the 
way you do, Harriet! 
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FREDERICK DOUGLASS 


: , 
~ the onti-slavery question Is the great 


40 sige 
y 9) f 
onyooe "ee moral and social 
: — American nee now before the 


AM 
ve go 
w poss © 


slavery is the sum of all vilicinies*” (1g) 
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You are loosed from your moorings, and 
are free; I. . . .am a slave. O, that 
? I were free! 


1 { We are betrayed! 


to hopeless bondage. 
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meetings. One night, he felt he had i -— 
one a om . He's the most wanted runaway y 


slave in America! 


I am in England, my family are 
in the United Stotes . .. it 
seems my duty to 9. 


ats 


While he was in England, some friends bought Now Douglass was his own master! He se? up a. 
his freedom, and Douglass returned home. newspaper in Rochester,N.Y., telling the world 


AX the evils of slavery. 
> Fo 2 : : 
> S = 


i 


ty 
y : ge \ : 
Gee The Civil Wor broke out—and to Douglass it was a war to 
Rae end slavery. He enlisted men for the Union Army. 


Father, we want to be Kae 
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During the war, he spoke offen with President After the war, Douglass urged the passage of 
Abraham Lincoln. the [5th Amendment to the Constitution. In 


/870, it was passed. 


Amendment 15 


Section 1. The right of citizens 
of the United States to vote shall 
not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on 
account of race, color, or previ- 
ous condition of servitude, 


Section 2. The Congress shall 
have power to enforce this arti- 
cle by appropriate legislation. 


In 1879, President Hayes named him U.S. 
Marshal for the District of Columbia, and in Faas 
188), he was named Recorder of Deeds for the| | 1! is everywhere an accepted truth that 
nation's capital. in a country, governed by the people, like 
-}, | ours, education of the youth of all classes 
is vital to its welfare, prosperity, and to its 
existence. 
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In 1889, Douglass was appointed US. Minister * fo Haltt, a post he kept for 2 years. 


Frederick Douglass died. 
for over 50 yeors, his 
Powertu/ voice had been 
raised for human liberty 
and equality. 


* High government offisial 
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THE CIVIL WAR 
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Civil War - The Heroism of Robert Smalls 
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Civil War - The Battle of Fort Wagner ite 


July, 1863: The Union Army had to recapture\ \The 54th Mass. Regiment, led by Col. Robert Gould 
Fort Sumter from the Confederates. To do Shaw, was picked tolead the attack. 


this, they had to take Fort Wagner first. 


Major Lewis Douglass, son of the famous 
Frederick Douglass, quickly took over. 


But the Confederate soldiers were alerted! Col. Shaw was killed immediately. Sergeant 
nase & SSS 
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Another hero, Sergeant William Camey, set the| 4... . guarding it with his life. Loter. . . . 
Wogwoving. . . ae q 
i - s Ee im ©6Boys, the old flag never 


Ea. [ 2 AR touched the ground. 


It wos. losing battle, but the 541th Regiment 
became famous and was praised by Congress. 
Sergeont Corney wos given a Congressional 
Medal of Honor. 


In 1865, Martin P. Delaney become the first 
Negro Major in the history of the United States. 
He led Union troops in the occupation of Charles~ 
ton, He wos also a fomous writer, public speaker, 
ond explorer. 


Black Union soloters fought in hundreds of battles. 
About 20 were awarded Congresttono! Medals 
of Honor by & grateful Federal Government. 


Tadey, @ monument stands in Boston, honoring 
the brave mén from Mascachusests. 
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WINNING THE WILD WEST 


. . . when Sot Davis ond his fighting men 
arrived in the nick of time! 
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Tracking anJndian war party on the Texas Ln. 1877, West Point 
plains, a black cavalry troop went almost graduated its first Negro 
four days without! water. officer, Henry Flipper. Lt 
Fipper joined the 10 th 
Cavalry. 


port of history. lf 


Negro soldiers 
received Congres= 
sional Meda/s of 
Honor for their 
daring actions in 

the West. 


Thousands of black settlers The famous scout, Isaiah Dorman, 
was Not Love, was a bodman who 


poured West after the Civil | | died at Custer’s Last Sond" in 
1876. Some say Dorman was part) |\rode with outlaw gangs. He was 


Indian, because he spoke the 
to fight the wilderness and Sioux /anquage. 
savage Indians. 


te 
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DANIEL HALE WILLIAMS 


Daniel Hale Williams was born in Pennsylvania in 1856. His father died when he was Il, and young 
Dan had to work while he went to school. 


$2 


The famous Dr. Henry Palmer The new ‘Dr. Williams" opened an\ | Between 1883 and 1885, most 


‘| took Darras asiudent. Then office in Chicago. Times were of his work was done in his 
“Don went to medical schoo/ hard, and patients were few. patients’ homes. 


at Northwestern University. y) ] 
He graduated in 1883. : i y/| | 
t 7 = “ - _ 6 / y 
ees 4 fads a 
x ‘ Rs ; ee 


me 
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In /885, he went to work at Chicago's South Side\ | Or Williams saw the need for a hospital for sick 
Dispensary. Dr. Williams sow few black doctors people of aii races. He began to speak at 
and nurses there. meetings to rais@ money. 


He collected money bit by bit, and in 1891, 
Provident Hospita/ was opened. 
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One day in I893, a "young black Cornish was sinking fast. 


man nomed James Cornish was) ¥ = 
corriedin. . . : 


quickly, he'll die. .> 
— = 
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This operation made Dr Williams 
famous, and in 1893 he wes made 
Chief Surgeon of Freedmen's 
Hospital in Washington, D.C. 

In 3 weeks, he set upa 


Dr. Williams amazed the world with his skill-in over 
500 operations, only-8 patients died. His new. 
surgical methods blazed new paths in medicine. 


When Dr. Daniel Hale Williams died 
in 1931, the world mourneda great 
medical pioneer. 


In 1900, he set up a Surgical Clinic at Meharry Medical 
College, Tennessee. 
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INVENTORS 


Jn /872, Elijah McCoy /avented @ 
gystem te ail machines while they ware 
aperating, People started to call his 
system " The Real McCoy“ because 
many others trled ta imitate it, This 
very important system Is still in use. 


The gas mask and tattle light were 
dnuented by Gorrett &, Morgan (/877- 
(963) In (216, Morgan put on his gas 
mask and entered ¢ 20Q=foot tunnel 


light, which controls traffic and has 
saved covntlass lives. 


Granyille T. Woods, an electrical engineer, 
lavented @ system of signalling 

moving trains. It was successfully tested 
1/883, and put a stop to many rallread 
orashas, He alse invented other electrical 
aad tallroad devices, still in use. 
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BOOKER T. WASHINGTON 


Hampton must be the greatest place 
on earth .. . I must get there. 


SQW 


SSE 


Ab 


> = 


ho do the most for others. 


Ww 
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ao 
3 
- 
aS 
= 
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ry 
ae 
a 
ay 
5] 
es 
4 
S 
2 
= 
» 
a 
re} 
os 


CLASSICS Séustralad 


To raise money for Tuskegee, 
Washington began to speak in 
public. 


( Any individual who learned to ) 


do something better than any- 
body else. . . has solved his 
problem, regardless of the 
color of his skin. 


Tuskegee Institute grew. .. soon 
40 buildings were built, mostly 
by the students themselves. 


start off on a foundation which 
one has made for oneself. 
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It means a great deal, I think, to 


In 1895, in Atlanta, he gave the 
speech that made him world- 
famous. 


No race can prosper till it learns | 
that there is as much dignity in 
tilling a field asin writing a poem. 
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A GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER 


George Washington Carver was born of slave parents in (860. Young George loved nature. He 
His mothér was kidnapped when he was a baby, and George often walked in the woods and 


never sdw her again. He grew Up on. Moses Carver's small collected rocks and plants. 
Missouri farm and was called ‘Carver's Gee 


George wanted fo learn, and later went to high 
schoo! int Minneapolis, Kansas. He washed 
laundry fo support himselt. 


LLL LL Ores 
penny pentane ate atts sme 
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For a few years, he worked at odd jobs, 
saving his money. Then he bought his own 
small farm. 


8ut Carver wanted to grow things. He decided 
to study botany™ and farming at Iowa State 


When Carver was almost 30 he went to Simpson’ 
College, Iowa, to study art. 


Carver graduated in 1894, and stayed at the school 
as a teacher. He earned a masters degree 2 
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In 1896, Booker T Washington wrote to Dr. Carver\ \Southern farmers had grown tobacco and cotton. 

aad asked him to come to Tuskegee Institute. Or. \ \Now the cotton crop was failing. Or. Carver 

Corveraccepted and wrote. . . decided fo help the farmers by showing that other 
s ¢rops could be grown as well. 
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Al first, the farmers wonderéd, . . Or. Carver found over 300 uses for peantits, and 
showed farmers it was worth growing them. 
He says we can grow Peanuts~ what can 


peanuts instead of anybody do with 
cotton. peanuts? 


He began to travel throughout the South, 


He found new uses for many vegetables, 


showed farmers how to grow larger helping all farmers. 


You must plow deeper 
ond use fertilizer. 
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Dr. Carver gained world-wide fame for his research, and won many awards and medals. He 
was a modest man, and said his ideas come from God. 


44 


-| Once, Dr. Carver was called to Famous people from all over the 
:| Congress to give a 15-minute world came to study with Dr Carver. 


When Dr. Carver died on 
January 5, 1943, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt led 
the nation ia mourning for 
the man who had saved the 
farming system of the South, 


: ee ; 
1 1951, the Federal Government set up the 
George Washington Carver National Monument 
at Diamond, Missouri. This statue, named 
“The Boy Carver," is at the monument. 
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MATTHEW HENSON 
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In Greenland, Matt set up base. He built a house Soon Matt could speak the Eskimo language. 
‘and me? the Eskimos.* During that first long winter, the Eskimos taught 
Matt to hunt, drive a dog team, and build igloos: 


\After ayear of hardship, they finally crossed In 1895, Peary and Matt returned to Greenland 

Greenland. Peary and Matt returned to New York and continued their search for a route to the 
Fole, Raging storms beat them back, and they 
returned to the United States. 


fh 


N 
IN 


IN 


the Eskimos wanted to leave him behind —but Matt 
would not desert his friend. 


-< ~ 


Zn 1898, they tried again to finda route to the Pole.\ \ 2 more tries also failed, and Peary returned to the 
Again, they failed. Peary almost froze to death. United States. Mat? became a Pullman Porter. 
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In-Jduly,/905, Peary tried again. He called In March, 1906, they started sledding north. 
for Matt, and they sailed ona ship.especially| | At the end of the 8th day, the ice.split. ; 
built to fight the ice-covered seas. Almost? 3 } 
months later, the ship put them down at their 


winter base, 500 miles from the Pole. 


Matt leapt acrossthewideningsea . . . 


Their supplies gone, 
Peary and Matt 
turned back — but 
nobody had ever 
been further north! 
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=the /ce split and opén sea layin theit poth. For 6 \ \ing howling winds at every stép. Only miles from 
days, Peary and Mart waited for the sea to freeze | \thePole. . . 
$0 they could cross. 


. . . On Eskimo pulled Matt out of the freezing water. 


Bei 


us 


His clothes trozé in thé below-zéro weather, but April 7, 1909- the North Pole at last! Matt 
Matt did not stop to change- their goal was in sight!| \ planted the American flag in the ice-their 
Pe ae ; - TS goal was reached. 


18y80P8 of fighting ice and blizzards passed 
berére Robert Peary and atthe’ Hericon 
806d OF tie top of te world = the fest man 
to reach the North Pole. 
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. Last Days of Pompeii 
|. Typee 

. The Pioneers 

|. Adventures of Cellini 
. Jane Eyre 


Twenty Years After 


. Swiss Family Robinson 

. Tom Brown’s School Days 
. Kidnapped 

. Twenty Thousand Leagues 


Under the Sea 


. David Copperfield 
. Alice in Wonderland 
. The Adventures of Tom 


Sawyer 


» The Spy 
The House of the Seven 


Gables 


. The Man in the Tron 


Mask 


. Silas Marner 
. Toilers of the Sea 

. The Song of Hiawatha 
. The Prairie 

. Wuthering Heights 

. Black Beauty 

. Western Stories 

. Man Without a Country 
. Treasure Island 

« Benjamin Franklin 

. The Scottish Chiefs 

. Julius Caesar 
. Around the 


World in 
Eighty Days 


. The Pilot 

. The Oregon Trail 
j. The 
. The 


Lady of the Lake 
Prisoner of Zenda 


The Iliad 


. Joan of Arc 
. Cyrano de Bergerac 
). White Fang 
+ The Odyssey 


sat 


83. The Jungle Book 

85. The Sea Wolf 

86. Under Two Flags 

87. A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream 

89. Crime and Punishment 
90. Green Mansions 

91. The Call of the Wild 


95. All Quiet on the 
Western Front 


96. Daniel Boone 

97. King Solomon’s Mines 

98. The Red Badge of 
Courage 

99. Hamlet 

100. Mutiny on the Bounty 

102. The White Company 

104, Bring ‘Em Back Alive 

105. From the Earth to the 
Moon 

107. King—of the Khyber 

ifles 

112. Kit Corson 

115. How | Found Livingstone 

116, The Bottle Imp 

117. Captains Courageous 

118, Rob Roy 

119. Soldiers of Fortuse 

120. The Hurricane 

122. The Mutineers 

123. Fang and Claw 

124, The War of the Worlds 

129. Davy Crockett 

130. Caesar’s Conquests 

131. The Covered Wagon 

133. The Time Machine 

134, Romeo and Juliet 

135. Waterloo 

136. Lord Jim 

137. The Little Savage 

138. A Journey to the Center 
of the Earth 

140. On Jungle Trails 

142. Abraham Lincoln 

143. Kim 

144, First Man in the Moon 

145. The -Crisis 

146. With Fire and Sword 

147. Ben Hur 

148, The Buccaneer 

149. Off on a Comet 

150. The Virginian 

152. Wild Animals | Have 
Known 

153. ‘The Invisible Man 

157. The Liyes of the Hunted 

158. The Conspirators . 

163. Master of the World 

164. The Cossack Chief 

165. The Queen’s Necklace 

166. Tigers and Traitors 


